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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

I am pleased to take over the role of scientific director of ASCI, effective July 2021, succeeding
Henri Bal, who ten years earlier succeeded Arnold Smeulders, who in turn succeeded Andy
Tanenbaum. Over the years, ASCI has built an outstanding educational program for PhD
students and has established a thriving community for Dutch computer scientists from the
broad Computing and Imaging domains. In appreciation of his continuous contributions to
ASCI, Henri Bal was appointed an honorary member at CompSys'22. 

Since the corona measures were lifted, ASCI has been a vibrant bundle of activities. We
welcomed many new PhD student members and new research staff members, and courses
were offered on location again, greatly appreciated by the participants.

With a positive evaluation in the Research Review of Computer Science over 2015-2020, we
face a bright future, with inspiring (new) PhD courses on advanced topics, and ample
opportunities to collaborate in a changing and challenging multidisciplinary research
landscape. ASCI continues to foster the advancement of knowledge through collaborative
research and education. Many of us were at ICT.OPEN to meet each other, I hope to see all
soon at the next staff meeting. 

Prof. dr. R.C. (Remco) Veltkamp, Utrecht University

NEW CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Prof. dr. A.D. (Andy) Pimentel, Informatics Institute (UvA)

 

For those people who do not know me, it is a pleasure to briefly introduce myself. My
name is Andy Pimentel. I am a professor of embedded computer systems at the
University of Amsterdam, where I chair the Parallel Computing Systems group. 
My research interests involve the modeling, analysis and optimization of extra-functional
behavior – like system performance, power/energy consumption and reliability – of
(embedded) computer systems. 

I have been an ASCI member for as long as I can remember (probably from the start of
ASCI, or close to that), and have been active in various ASCI committees since then,
such as the education committee (in the roles of member and chair). 
Only two years after I became a member of the ASCI board in 2020, I now feel really
honored and privileged to succeed Dick Epema as chair of the ASCI board, effective
September 1st of this year. 

I will do my very best to help out in retaining the flourishing state and vibrant ambience
of ASCI. Hope to meet you soon at one of the ASCI events.



Dr. G. Gillani University of Twente / Computer Architecture for Embedded Systems, 

Dr. O. Gadyatskaya The Leiden Institute of Advanced Computer Science

Dr. M. Behrisch Utrecht University / Visual and Graphics

Dr. N. Zidaric Leiden University / The Leiden Institute of Advanced Computer Science

Dr. J. Decouchant Delft University of Technology / Distributed Systems

Dr. D.M. Pelt Leiden University / The Leiden Institute of Advanced Computer Science

Prof. N. Mentens Leiden University / The Leiden Institute of Advanced Computer Science

- MultiX: Multimedia Analytics (new research group under supervision of Marcel Worring, UvA)

Dr. E. Gavves University of Amsterdam / VISLab, Informatics Institute

New ASCI staff members

Organizing a course takes a lot of energy and time, especially now that we can meet up in person again.
Therefore ASCI Office offers teachers help with the practical matters, so that they can fully focus on the
content. Paula Diks, Office Manager of ASCI, is highly experienced in event planning, and she will gladly help
you with finding and booking the best venues, sending invitations, setting up the registration application,
invoicing, or with organizing a social event.    

If you are considering organizing a course, please feel free to consult Paula Diks at 
asci-office@tudelft.nl to see what ASCI Office can do for you. 

Considering organizing a course? Consult ASCI Office   

Output research assessment 2015 -2020

As part of the Research Review of Computer Science over 2015-2020, the review committee chaired by
Prof. Jos Baeten of Centrum Wiskunde en Informatica, assessed the Research Schools SIKS, IPA, and
ASCI, on research quality, relevance to society, and viability. During the evaluation of these criteria, the
committee was asked to incorporate four specific aspects: Open science, PhD policy and training,
academic culture, and human resources policy. The findings, conclusions, and recommendations are
described in the report “Research Review CompSci 2015-2020".  

The committee acknowledged the value of research schools to PhD education in the field of Computer
Science, for offering specialized courses and enabling students to establish a network. The committee
praised the efforts in collaboration of the schools on more frequent basis, resulting in cooperation in the
ICT.Open Conference. The committee encourages extending cooperating, specifically for areas that are
represented in more than one research school to come to an integrated course offering. 

Recommendations specifically for ASCI are to re-evaluate the requirements, to limit the loss and
increase the number of PhD graduations. The committee encourages the plans for annual PhD prizes
and fostering collaboration within ASCI to help community building. The committee concluded that the
career prospects of ASCI’s PhD candidates are excellent. Among ASCI's alumni, about half work in
industry and half in academia, both in the Netherlands and abroad. 

"Excellent international career prospects for ASCI PhD's in academia and industry" 

mailto:asci-office@tudelft.nl
mailto:asci-office@tudelft.nl
https://asci.tudelft.nl/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Report-research-review-CompSci-2015-2020.pdf


 
The 5th edition of the Dutch Computer Systems conference took
place from June 8 to June 10. CompSys is the annual event that
allows the Computer Systems community to meet, exchange
recent research results and elaborate its common strategy in the
Netherlands. Students and permanent researchers were allowed
to meet in the beautiful and peaceful Kasteel de Vanenburg in
Putten. The relaxed atmosphere there allowed all attendees to
interact and take time to discuss. 

The conference saw a record number of presented papers and
participants, which rewarded the organisers efforts to be inclusive
and federate the whole community around this key annual event. 

The scientific program drew a complete portrait of the Dutch
Computer Systems research, and of its variety and quality.
Discussed topics were both broad and specific: from low-level to
distributed systems going through networking solutions, and from
system-oriented to data-oriented research.  

DIverse industry panel
The event was also the occasion to celebrate prof. Henri Bal’s (Vrije
Universiteit) experience of his 25 years of parallel and distributed
computing research in the context of ASCI. His talk was excellent
and much appreciated for its humour and insights. The first day was
concluded by appointing Henri Bal an honorary member in
appreciation of his continuous contributions to ASCI since its
foundation. 

The following days, a diverse industry panel including professionals
from ASML and Solvinity and two excellent keynotes by Assoc Prof.
Ralf Holz (University of Twente) and Jerry Sobieski (George Mason
University, US) further elaborated the portrait of the Dutch
computer systems research and its ties to the international
community. 

Opportunity to exchange 
The steering committee of CompSys is very much looking forward
to the next edition which, without any doubts, will further improve
over this year's event. We are absolutely convinced that the
community must cherish this annual event, not only as an
opportunity to exchange knowledge, but also for the Dutch
community to grow stronger at the national level and
internationally. 

Until CompSys 2023, we wish a fruitful year to all current and future
attendees.

"Record number of papers and lots of interaction in great atmosphere"
A reflection on CompSys'22 by Jérémie Decouchant & Chrysa Papagianni 
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Nirvana Meratnia, TUe 
CHAIR EDUCATION COMMITTEE

What a time to be alive! Research in computing and imaging led to advances that were thought not 
possible 10 years ago. At that time, the deep learning ImageNet success happened; and it happened 
exactly by a synergy on the topics that ASCI is promoting: visual recognition and efficient computation. 

The two research fields seem complementary and each field is doing exciting research, yet, by combining 
and collaborating research in both fields we can move further; together. This is what ASCI is all about.

ASCI aims to bring people together. The recent increase in the numbers of ASCI members shows that there 
is great potential for collaborations. ASCI then stimulates collaborations by encouraging communication. 
The research oriented local conferences (CompSys and NCCV) are wonderful examples of this. Both 
conferences are high-quality, highly social events, and make it easy tor meet others in The Netherlands. 
Getting to know each other through following --or teaching (!)-- ASCI courses is another great way to talk 
to others.

Doing research is a human endeavor: human values and human interests steer the research topics. When 
computing and imaging take an interest in each other, then I am confident that even more exciting times lie 
ahead.

Jan van Gemert, TU Delft
CHAIR RESEARCH COMMITTEE

A16: Winter School on Efficient Deep Learning (Nov 2021)
A29: Hardware and System Security (April 2022), a new course, setup by prof. Nele Mentens (University of Leiden)
and dr. Francesco Regazzoni (University of Amsterdam).
A25: Computer Vision by Learning (May 2022)

After a rough period due to Corona, the ASCI course offers came gradually back to the old rhythm and more on-
site courses were offered (something that course participants have highly appreciated). 

More specifically, upon relaxation of Corona measures, the following courses were offered:

Upward trend
Compared with 2020, there has been an upward trend both in terms of number of new enrolments in ASCI (as PhD
student, Postdoc, and/or staff) and ASCI graduates in 2021-2022. This could not have happened without dedication
and great effort of ASCI teachers, for which the education committee is so grateful.

Focus
In addition to ensuring that ASCI courses are offered in a steady manner, the education committee has focused on
the following topics: (i) quality assurance, (ii) stimulating student participation in course evaluations, (ii) drafting
guidelines for setting up new ASCI courses and their study load, and (iv) defining incentive mechanisms to engage
more (junior) staff members in ASCI education to ensure program continuity and enriching/extending the current
course offer. 

NOTE FROM THE COMMITTEE CHAIRS

https://asci.tudelft.nl/project/a16-spring-school-on-heterogeneous-computing-systems/
https://asci.tudelft.nl/project/a29-hardware-and-system-security-course/
https://asci.tudelft.nl/project/a25-computer-vision-by-learning/


1. Manageability: How to tame the ever-growing complexity, and related human error, in massive 
computer systems and networks?

2. Responsibility: How to realize responsible computer infrastructure – analogous to the concept of 
responsible AI – whose operation we can rely on (from privacy, ethical, security, performance, 
availability, and durability perspectives)?

3. Sustainability: How to reduce and make the most from the energy footprint of (increasing levels of) 
computing?

4. Usability: How to work, within the context of Europe’s digitalization ambitions, with the critical sectors 
for the Dutch society, such as industry, healthcare, and governance, to make computer systems usable 
and accessible by all? How to enable AI and quantum computing?

Addressing these challenges requires an innovative, multi-year vision and approach...

... through a groundbreaking, holistic, and collective technology roadmap

... through renewed education, truly accessible for all

... and through a concerted answer to our call to action for a large-scale collective effort and 
investment in this field. The benefits of digitalization are enormous and reward every area of our 
economy and society. 

Read the full version on the website of ASCI!

IF WE FAIL TO DO THIS, THERE IS A 
HIGH RISK THAT THE COMPSYS 

TECHNOLOGY AND SPECIALISTS 
REQUIRED BY OUR SOCIETY WILL 

NOT BE AVAILABLE IN THE 
NETHERLANDS ANYMORE, FURTHER 

LIMITING OUR DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY. 
ECONOMICALLY, THE NETHERLANDS 
CANNOT OUT-COMPETE WITHOUT 

COMPUTER SYSTEMS AND 
NETWORKING RESEARCH!

FUTURE COMPUTER SYSTEMS AND NETWORKING 
RESEARCH IN THE NETHERLANDS: A MANIFESTO

Computer systems must be manageable, responsible, 
sustainable, and usable. To fulfill the promise of our digitalized 
future, and avoid the risk of becoming technologically 
dependent, the Netherlands must address now four grand 
societal challenges related to CompSys:

ICT Research Platform Netherlands, SIG Future Computer and Network Systems
Editors: Alexandru Iosup (VU, A.Iosup@vu.nl) and Fernando Kuipers (TU Delft, F.A.Kuipers@tudelft.nl)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cP6-W3ndBgOGWYvaJWl9MNloS6J2ZsI3/view
mailto:A.Iosup@vu.nl
mailto:F.A.Kuipers@tudelft.nl

