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In this edition of the ASCI State of the Union we would like to summarize a number of highlights. This
summer we had again two active and successful conferences funded by ASCI: NCCV (Netherlands
Conference on Computer Vision) and CompSys (the Dutch Computer Systems conference). 

For next year, we  will co-host and co-organize these two conferences in a back-to-back  fashion (with, e.g., a shared
keynote), to stimulate participation in both events, and to emphasize the overlap between Computing and Imaging in the
broad sense. This overlap is also reflected in the topics of the ASCI courses. One such topic is AI, which is also illustrated by
the success of the Winter School on Efficient Deep Learning (ASCI  A16 course). 

Growing numbers
The role of the research schools is still primarily to broadly train PhD students. We are pleased to see the growing number
of members, both in staff and in PhD students. This illustrates the importance of the social aspect of a research school. 

During the pandemic, physical meetings naturally fell silent. In the past year, ASCI suddenly gained 35 new PhD students,
so they are very eager to come to our courses. We also try to develop new mechanisms to make it more attractive for
(junior) staff members to become involved in the organization of ASCI courses. One example is the recently introduced
education grant (see the Note from the Education Committee).
 
Collaboration 
While the role of ASCI is stable, the research topics evolve naturally with the international landscape. Not only deep
learning and cyber security, but also a social theme such as sustainability and the need for green computing leads to
advancing research in computing and imaging. Such themes also allow for collaboration with the other computer science
research schools, see also the interview with the three directors in I/O Magazine, volume 20, No. 3, October 2023 (link to
interview)

Note from the Director and Board Chair

Prof. dr. R.C. (Remco) Veltkamp
Utrecht University
Director

Prof. dr. A.D. (Andy) Pimentel
 University of Amsterdam

Board Chair

We try to develop new mechanisms, such as the
education grant, to make it more attractive to

become involved in course organization

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ict-research.nl/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/IO-magazine-NR3-2023_online.pdf__;!!PAKc-5URQlI!7fIjRU3JqG0CzPROE3holqyN0o0DPfpC3Vxud4NIIwrHywrm7m-QXunV1Gy3dlqGkitAh96bWtMBrk185dnrF_3ZJy0$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ict-research.nl/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/IO-magazine-NR3-2023_online.pdf__;!!PAKc-5URQlI!7fIjRU3JqG0CzPROE3holqyN0o0DPfpC3Vxud4NIIwrHywrm7m-QXunV1Gy3dlqGkitAh96bWtMBrk185dnrF_3ZJy0$


Name University Research group

Fernando Kuipers TUD Networked Systems

Mitra Baratchi LIACS The Spatio-temporal Analysis and Reasoning Research Group (STAR)

Christian Kehl RUG Scientific Visualization and Computer Graphics

As ASCI continues to grow and we need to adapt to the changing economic landscape, for the first time in 27 years, we have
implemented a price increase for our memberships. We have kept our membership fees increase limited to 10%, the rest of the
increased costs is covered by our reserves. We want to assure you that this decision was made after careful consideration, and it
will allow us to:

1. Sustain Quality: Maintain and enhance the quality of our courses, conferences, and benefits offered to our members.
2. Adapt to Inflation: Offset the impact of rising operational costs and inflation to ensure the long-term sustainability of our
organization.
3. Invest in Improvements: Invest in infrastructure and improvements that will directly benefit our members, such as
upgraded facilities, enhanced courses, and better member experiences.

Considering organizing a course? 

Membership Fee Price Increase Due to Inflation

We are excited to announce the release of our latest brochures, designed to provide you with
comprehensive insights into our organization, courses and services. These brochures serve as a
valuable resource for both current and prospective PhD students, Staff members and Research
groups, offering in-depth information about what we do and how we can benefit you.

Brochure for PhD student | Brochure for Staff members

Explore our new brochures

Organizing a course takes a lot of energy and time. Therefore ASCI Office offers teachers help with the practical matters, so
that they can fully focus on the content. Paula Diks, Office Manager of ASCI, is highly experienced in event planning, and she
will gladly help you with finding and booking the best venues, sending invitations, setting up the registration application,
invoicing, or with organizing a social event.    

If you are considering organizing a course, please feel free to consult Paula Diks at asci-office@tudelft.nl to
see what ASCI Office can do for you. 

New (as from 1-1-2023)
PhD Membership: €500 
Staff Membership: €220  

Current 
PhD Membership: €454 
Staff Membership: €200 

New ASCI Staff members and research groups:

ASCI Fees on yearly basis:
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ASCI Website Migration
The ASCI website, which was previously hosted on a TU Delft server, has
been moved to its own domain:

www.asci.school
More independence, flexibility & control 
This strategic move grants us greater independence, allowing us to customize the website's functionality and
content to better meet our needs. Under our new domain, [asci.school], you can expect a more streamlined online
presence with dedicated sections for courses, research updates, and committee-related information. 

Designated email addresses
As part of this transition, we will establish designated email addresses for the ASCI MT, - Board, and - committees.
This change facilitates direct communication with board(members) and committee chairs. The new email
addresses will be published in a separate update.

Redirect
Please note that, since the transition to the new domain is not yet finalized, all visitors are currently being
redirected to the current domain (asci.tudelft.nl) to minimize disruption. We will update all ASCI members by
email, as soon as the website runs optimally on the new domain, along with the new email addresses. 

Should you encounter any issues or have questions or suggestions about the migration to the new
domain, please feel free to contact us at asci-office@tudelft.nl. 

mailto:asci-office@tudelft.nl


 A reflection by Alexandru Iosup

The organization of CompSys 2024 is underway, aligned with several other community-actions. By
combining the efforts of the SCs, and promoting the interests of ASCI and of both fields involved, we agreed
that CompSys 2024 and the NCCV conference will both take place in the period late-May to early June,
back-to-back with a common part. We are currently working on identifying the most promising areas of
collaboration between these two communities, which will be emphasized in the common part. We will use
this new setup to tighten collaboration long-term. 

We look forward to further collaboration and alignment with other ASCI activities, e.g., the new PhD
research award, new and existing courses, and involvement in the organization of ICT.OPEN tracks.

CompSys strives for diverse participation, from
junior to senior faculty members, researchers,
and PhD, master, or undergraduate students 

The CompSys Steering Committee (SC) has been changed in 2023 to include Alexandru Iosup, Fernando Kuipers, 
Ana Lucia Varbanescu, and Paola Grosso.

The SC wishes to thank and congratulate the CompSys 2023 Organizing
Committee, led by Prof.dr. Nirvana Meratnia (TU/e), dr. Kuan-Hsun Chen  
(U. Twente), dr. Qing Wang (TU Delft), and Paula Diks (ASCI/TU Delft). 
The success of the 2023 edition, which was the largest and most diverse
of all editions so far, further consolidates the identity of our community
and further promotes computer systems and networking among the
Netherlands research fields.



The Dutch Computer Systems Conference, CompSys, celebrated its successful 6th edition from June 27 to
June 29, 2023. This annual event serves as a platform for the Computer Systems and Networks community
in the Netherlands to gather, share recent research findings, and collaboratively shape their strategies.
The event took place in hotel Kontakt der Kontinenten, providing attendees with a tranquil environment
conducive to networking and in-depth discussions.
 

 

CompSys 2023

Insights in integration of academic
research into industrial practices 

Reflection by organizing committee

This year's conference has drawn 58 participants, highlighting its
growing popularity and relevance within the community. For the
first time in CompSys, contributions unveiled negative results are
also solicited to let the peers learn from each other's failure and
together be more successful. 

Two community awards, i.e., a Best Long Paper Award (Awardee:
Jesse Donkervliet) and a Best Short Paper Award (Awardee:
Maximilian Barger), were further elevated by the generous
sponsorship from the IEEE Benelux COM/VT Jt. Chapter. 
 
The scientific program, graced by 30 research talks, portrayed the
multidimensional landscape of Dutch Computer Systems research.
Encompassing a rich spectrum, from low-level to distributed
systems going through networking solutions, from system-
oriented to data-oriented research, the program wove seamlessly
between system-oriented exploration and the avenues of data-
centric research. 

Author: Kuan-Hsun Chen (University of Twente)



Overarching panel and remarkable keynotes 
This year, CompSys featured an insightful panel discussion on "Industry Uptake of Advanced Research from Academia."
Esteemed industry experts from Bosch (Dakshina Dasari), KPN (Frank Mertz), TU/e (Geoffery Nelissen), and TU Delft
(Fernando Kuipers) converged to explore the practical integration of academic research into industrial practices. 
 
Moreover, the event embraced four enriching keynotes, by Haitham Hassanieh from EPFL in Switzerland, Bahare M
Khorsandi from Nokia Bell Labs in Germany, Mitra Nasri from TU/e in the Netherlands, and Frans Widdershoven from
TUD and NXP Semiconductors. These addresses illuminated the intersection of Dutch research with the global
computer systems community.
 
Community building
As we await CompSys 2024, we extend our wishes for a productive year to all present and future attendees. This
annual gathering is poised to foster collaboration, innovation, and camaraderie, enabling the Dutch computer systems
domain to flourish across boundaries. 

NCCV 2023
A reflection by Xucong Zhang

It aims to promote computer vision research in the
Netherlands by allowing researchers to share previous and
ongoing work. The NCCV has a lunch-to-lunch schedule with
an overnight stay and a social activity during the evening to
foster interaction between students, researchers, staff, and
practitioners. 

There are 120 attendees this year coming from 13
universities and companies. The scientific program
consists of 22 oral presentations and 50 posters.
We were honored to have two outstanding speakers
Elisabeth Bik and Prof. Anton van den Hengel from
the University of Adelaide.

The 7th Netherlands Conference on Computer Vision (NCCV 2023) was successfully
held in the Bilderberg Europa Hotel, Den Haag from 14th September to 15th
Septem ber 2023. 

Compsys.science

NCCV 2023



For each track we publicly nominate a top-3
Award session during national ASCI event (tentatively ICT.Open track
or CompSys/NCCV)
5-min pitch for each 3 papers; followed by the award ceremony
Each track has a single awarded prize.

 

For the last year the ASCI research committee has been working on a prestigious new accolade that celebrates
excellence in research and innovation: The ASCI PhD Thesis Award! In recognition of the outstanding
contributions made by doctoral researchers in ASCI aligned research, we are launching this award to honor the
exceptional work and dedication that goes into crafting a remarkable PhD thesis. This two track initiative in
Computing and Imaging, aims to encourage groundbreaking research, foster academic excellence, and highlight the
significance of doctoral research within our community.

A monetary prize
A prestigious certificate of recognition
The opportunity to showcase their research through university-wide recognition
Networking opportunities with leading academics and researchers

Winners of the ASCI PhD Thesis Award will receive

Two tracks: Computing & Imaging

 ASCI PhD Thesis Award

Deadline: 1 month before the award session
Use easychair to manage submissions

Submission

The combination of Computing + Imaging in a single thesis
Research quality
Societal relevance- Knowledge transfer
Duration
Writing
Diversity/minority ("hardship" motivation)
The PhD defence date is within 18 months of the submission deadline
A thesis can be submitted only once
A (co)supervisor nominates a thesis and motivates why the thesis fits the award criteria

Criteria (including, but not limited to)



Nirvana Meratnia, TUe 
Chair Education Committee

Rings and Finite Fields in Modern Cryptography 
Design and Implementation of Real-Time Systems

The ASCI education committee aims at ensuring high quality ASCI courses and a rich continuous
course offer, through which knowledge and expertise of ASCI PhD students will be deepened
and/or broaden and strong PhD communities can be formed. 

This year, the education committee put forward a proposal to the ASCI board aiming at stimulating the
(junior) staff members to offer new courses and/or to get more actively involved in existing courses,
while being recognized for their time and effort spent in designing/offering an ASCI course. 

Consequently, the ASCI board agreed to allocate an annual budget of 2.5k Euro (cash) funding for existing
courses and 5k Euro for new courses plus a funding certificate indicating the grant. The 2023
edition of Call for ASCI Course proposals was launched in Spring 2023 and two proposals were accepted. 

As such, in 2024, the following new courses will be added to ASCI course offers:

Note from the ASCI committee chairs

Jan van Gemert, TU Delft
Chair Research Committee

This text was --old fashionably-- hand-typed by a biological brain: 
manually instructing a silicon processor exactly which characters to arrange together to form coherent words.
Perhaps next year I can ask the then current LLM to "Please write me a State Of The Union text for ASCI”, and,
under the assumption it knows the difference between ASCI and ASCII, it might do a better job at it than I did.

The capabilities of the ChatGPT LLM surprised friend and foe. The general public now knows what AI is and that it
is driven by data and compute. This is good for ASCI as we have been working on the synergy of AI and compute for
a long time, and it is a great call to action to have our imaging and computing communities benefit from each
other. It is also a moment to reflect, since that we are no longer as unique as we used to be: many more people are
now working in or with AI, and having an AI component is now a commodity instead of a clear innovation. This is an
opportunity for our communities to shine; and exploit our long standing expertise.

Looking forward: the age of AI seems upon us, and let's try to be part of it, together.


